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Resumen

Este articulo propone un andlisis de las
relaciones entre una idea clave del pensamiento
filosofico moderno como es la del llamado
cogito cartesiano y un trastorno de naturaleza
psiquiatrica descrito por el médico francés Jules
Cotard en las ultimas décadas del siglo XIX.
Mientras que Descartes, y toda la estela de sus
descendientes, habrian tendido a situar en la
existencia auto-trasparente del sujeto el
fundamento de la filosofia en la Modernidad,
los pacientes aquejados del sindrome de Cotard
piensan, con el mismo grado de evidencia clara
y distinta, que no existen. El ensayo termina por
sugerir que trastornos psicopatolégicos como el
de Cotard tienden a disolver la hipdstasis
cartesiana del ego apuntando en la direccién de
un sujeto concebido como andmalo y
atravesado por discontinuidades.
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Abstract

Cogito ergo Non Sum: Costard's
Syndrome and the Discontinuities of
Ego

This essay proposes an analysis of the
relationships between one of the most salient
concepts of modern philosophical thought such
as that of the so-called Cartesian ego and one
psychiatric condition first described by French
physician Jules Cotard toward the end of the
19th century. While Descartes and those
following on his steps tend to sustain that the
self-transparent subjectivity
represents the first foundation of modern

existence  of

philosophy, patients suffering from Costard's
syndrome think that they don’t exist with a
similar degree of evidence, clarity, and
distinction. The essay finishes up by signaling
how  Costard's  delusion and  other
psychopathological delusions represent the
dissolution of the cartesian hypostasis of the
idea of self and point to a conception of the
notion of ego plagued by anomalies and
discontinuities.
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