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RESUMEN

La escritura constituye una invencion esencial en la Historia
humana, hasta el punto de que so6lo cabe hablar de Historia
en la medida en que comienzan los registros escritos. Ello le
otorga una singular posiciéon epistemologica. Quizas en
ningln otro contexto quepa observarla con tanta nitidez
como en el lugar que la escritura ocupa (o deja de ocupar)
en la lingiiistica desde los tiempos de la fundacion
saussuriana. Desde entonces, la escritura se ha visto
excluida de la lingiiistica en sentido estricto. El presente
trabajo discute, a la luz de una serie de casos particulares,
las ventajas conceptuales que la teoria del lenguaje y la
lingiiistica general pueden derivar del analisis de materiales
graficos de diferentes tradiciones y culturas.
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ABSTRACT

Writing constitutes an essential invention in human History.
As a matter of fact, we are entitled to refer to History just
inasmuch as written records are firstly kept. Hence a
singular epistemological status is bestowed on writing.
Perhaps in no other context can we observe it as neatly as in
the place (or lack thereof) writing has found in Linguistics
since the modern foundations laid out by Ferdinand de
Saussure. The study of writing has been excluded from
Linguistics in its narrow sense ever since. The present paper
discusses, through the consideration of several significant
case studies, the conceptual advantages which the Theory of
Language and General Linguistics may draw from the
analysis of data from different cultural traditions.
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